Introduction
Ten years into the transition from communism in the countries of the former Soviet Union and Central and Eastern Europe, a cursory search of the EconLit database turns up hundreds of empirical studies published in refereed journals that deal with various issues in transition economies. Even so, we suspect that many economists are prevented from making full use of the possibilities offered by the transition by the difficulties of obtaining and interpreting data from the region.
The purpose of this brief essay is to provide an indication of possible sources for data that can be used for economic analysis, as well as some general cautions regarding the use of this data.
Many transition countries of the former Soviet Union and central and eastern Europe have been rapidly reforming and increasing the capabilities of their statistical offices. The information in this essay is as accurate as we can make it, but in a region that is changing as rapidly as the transition economies, information can become outdate rapidly. We will endeavor to provide updated information as it becomes known to us at <http://home.cergeei.cz/hanousek/transition_data/>.
When discussing each type of data we present an illustrative list of some recent works that have used these data. These references are far from exhaustive and are meant simply to give a general idea of topics analyzed and economists using data from transition economies. The vast majority of studies of transition economies have been conducted by experts on the transition and focus on issues of the transition. We hope that by making it easier to access data from the post-communist countries, this essay will encourage economists who are not specialists in the region to begin to use the tremendous possibilities of this oncein-a-lifetime series of natural experiments to address fundamental questions in economics.
Macroeconomic Data
There is now little difficulty in obtaining macroeconomic data from throughout the region. Annual data are contained in the World Development Indicators from the World Bank, the Transition Report (and its supplement) from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and many other sources. Quarterly and monthly data are readily available from the statistical office and central bank websites for almost all countries in the region listed in Table 1 .
Problems with respect to macroeconomic data occur not in obtaining these data but in intelligently using them. The sources, coverage and quality of macroeconomic data in transition economies have varied dramatically over the past decade. At the start of transition, for example, the only widely available employment and output figures were taken from firm reports to national statistical offices. These offices were set up to deal with massive communist enterprises, but were inherently incapable of capturing the thousands of small firms that sprung up with transition, especially since these firms had substantial incentives to operate under the radar scope of tax and regulatory authorities. In the Czech Republic, for example, enterprise data at the start of the transition officially covered only firms with more than 100 workers, a figure that was gradually lowered to 50 and then 25 as the transition progressed. Unemployment figures were almost universally based on the number of people who registered for unemployment benefits, which was highly influenced by the generosity of the nation's unemployment insurance system. Over time, as more and more countries introduced standard labor force surveys and improved their tax and audit offices, the ability of official organs to capture economic activity improved considerably.
1 Åslund (2001) and Bartholdy (1997) In general, however, all of the data discussed below can be obtained by researchers willing to make the effort to do so.
Household Surveys
Many countries in the region conduct regular labor force surveys. Information as to the design and coverage of these surveys is summarized in Table 2 , while access can be obtained from the statistical offices listed in Table 1 . These surveys have been used to study labor mobility (Lehmann and Wadsworth, 2000; Sorm and Terrell, 2000; Boeri and Flinn, 1999) ; unemployment duration (Lubyova and Van Ours, 1999; Lahmann and Wadsworth, 1997) ; wage differentials (Adamchik and Bedi, 2000; Gimpelson and Lippoldt, 1999; Kroncke and Smith, 1999) ; and wage arrears (Lehmann Wadsworth and Acquista, 1999) .
By far the most research has been done using the Polish Labor Force Survey. This is likely to reflect the fact that A partial list of publications using LSMS data include studies of inequality (Commander, Tolstopiatenko and Yemtsov, 1999; Brainerd, 1998) , poverty and coping strategies (Anderson and Pomfret, 2000; Lokshin and Ravallon, 2000) , savings behavior (Gregory, Mokhtari and Schrettl, 1999) , occupational choice (Verme, 2000), gender wage gaps (Ogloblin, 1999, and Reilly, 1999) , and demographic changes (Zahoori et. al., 1998) . another opportunity for scholars, who can find it highly costeffective to add study-specific questions to ongoing random population surveys. As an example, we recently asked two questions of a random sample of 1500 Romanian households and received responses along with complete income and demographic data for approximately $500 (Filer and Hanousek, 2001 ).
Similarly, a budget of less than $2,000 was sufficient for a graduate student to conduct an extensive survey of emigration and remittances in 1,000 Albanian households (Konica and Filer, 2001 ). Original surveys are feasible with modest support in even the most developed transition economies. Thus, a budget of around $35,000 was sufficient to obtain detailed retrospective work histories for 5,000 Czech adults in 3,000 households (Jurajda and Terrell, 2001 ). While we do not want to endorse any particular commercial enterprise, a list of the addresses and other contact information of firms for which we have at least some indication of reliability is available at:
http://home.cerge-ei.cz/hanousek/transition_data.
Finally, at the risk of over-generalization, government bureaucracies with roots in central planning appear to have an unusually strong penchant for collecting extensive administrative data. These records provide unique research opportunities for those willing to establish contact in the region and to take the time to clean and code the data. Examples of work using such data include studies of wages (Filer, Jurajda and Plánovský, 1999; Orazem and Vodopivec, 1997) ; unemployment (Ham, Svejnar and Terrell, 1999; Lubyova and van Ours, 1999) ; inequality (Jurajda, 2000) ; school reform and educational choice (Filer and Munich, 2000) ; and even environmental pollution (Earnhart 2000). (Djankov and Pohl, 1998; and Linz and Krueger, 1998) , the impact of foreign investment (Deardorff and Djankov, 2000) , ownership effects (Anderson, Korsun and Murrell, 2000; Buck et al., 1999) , privatization (Johnson, McMillan and Woodruff, 2000; Estrin and Rosevear, 1999; Frydman et al., 1999) , and employment arrangements (Linz, 1998). 7 Finally, those interested in asset market efficiency and market microstructure will find a wealth of data available from regional stock markets. Typically, daily (and even intra-day) trading data and prices can be downloaded from the web sites maintained by these exchanges. The web addresses and an indication of the data available from them are in Table 5 .
Examples of recent work using micro data from stock markets in transition economies include Hanousek and N_me_ek (2001) , Rockinger and Urga (2001), Charemza and Majerowska (2000), Hanousek and Podpiera (2000) , Kratz (1999) , and Jermakowicz and Gornik-Tomaszewski (1998).
Some Final Cautions
When using typical data from the developed economies, issues concerning the meaning and usefulness of data can often be elided. However, the scholar who ignores the unique problems of data in the transition region runs a serious risk of findings that are at best meaningless, and at worst totally inaccurate.
Here, we offer a nonexhaustive sample of some common problems one might encounter. 
